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Thoracic, Lumbar and Sacral Orthoses 
Clinical Coverage Criteria 

Overview 
Thoracic, lumbar and sacral orthoses (TLSO), also known as thoracolumbosacral orthoses, are types of 
braces used to immobilize the specified areas of the spine. 

These criteria cover rigid or semi-rigid orthoses for the thoracic, lumbar, and sacral spine. These orthoses 
are intended for use when it is necessary to support or restrict motion due to weakness, disease, or injury 
and to provide a counterforce on the body part being braced. 

Policy 
This Policy applies to the following Fallon Health products: 

☒ Fallon Medicare Plus  

☒ MassHealth ACO 

☒ NaviCare HMO SNP 

☒ PACE (Summit Eldercare PACE, Fallon Health Weinberg PACE) 

☒ Community Care 

Some thoracic, lumbar and sacral orthoses require prior authorization. See Coding section below. 

Fallon Health Clinical Coverage Criteria 
Fallon Health Clinical Coverage Criteria for thoracic, lumbar and sacral orthoses apply to Fallon 
Community Care members.  

Effective for dates of service on and after September 1, 2026, Fallon Health will use InterQual® criteria 
when making medical necessity determinations for thoracic, Lumbar and Sacral Orthoses for Community 
Care members. 

For coverage criteria, refer to the InterQual® criteria in effect on the date of service:  

• InterQual® CP:Durable Medical Equipment, Orthoses, Thoracic, Lumbar, and Sacral Spine 
o Custom-fabricated lumbosacral orthosis (L0629, L0632, L0634, L0636, L0638, L0640) 
o Custom-fabricated sacroiliac orthosis (L0622, L0624) 
o Custom-fabricated thoracolumbosacral orthosis (L0452, L0480, L0482, L0484, L0486) 
o Custom-fitted lumbar orthosis (L0626, L0627) 
o Custom-fitted lumbosacral orthosis (L0630, L0631, L0633, L0637, L0639) 
o Custom-fitted thoracolumbosacral orthosis (L0454, L0456, L0460, L0466, L0468) 
o Prefabricated lumbar orthosis (L0625, L0641, L0642) 
o Prefabricated lumbosacral orthosis (L0628, L0635, L0643, L0648, L0649, L0650, L0651) 
o Prefabricated sacroiliac orthosis (L0621, L0623) 
o Prefabricated thoracolumbosacral orthosis (L0450, L0455, L0457, L0458, L0462, L0464, L0467, 

L0469, L0470, L0472, L0488, L0490, L0491, L0492) 

Fallon Health makes InterQual® Criteria available to the public through the transparency tool on our 
website, effective January 1, 2024.  

Medicare Variation 
Medicare statutes and regulations do not have coverage criteria for thoracic, lumbar and sacral orthoses. 
Medicare does not have an NCD for thoracic, lumbar and sacral orthoses. Noridian Healthcare Solutions, 
LLC, the Durable Medical Equipment Medicare Administrative Contractor (DME MAC) with jurisdiction in 
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the Plan’s service area has an LCD for Spinal Orthoses: TLSO and LSO (L33790) (Medicare Coverage 
Database search 08/01/2026). Coverage criteria for thoracic, lumbar and sacral orthoses are fully 
established in Noridian LCD L33790; therefore Fallon Health Clinical Coverage Criteria are not 
applicable. 

Medicare Coverage Database link: LCD Spinal Orthoses: TLSO and LSO (L33790) 

Medicare criteria for TLSO and LSO spinal orthoses (L33790) can be accessed through InterQual® in the 
Medicare:Post Acute & Durable Medical Equipment module under Spinal Orthoses: TLSO and LSO. 

MassHealth Variation 

MassHealth does not have Guidelines for Medical Necessity Determination thoracic, lumbar and sacral 
orthoses (MassHealth website search 08/01/2026).  

In accordance with MassHealth regulations at 130 CMR 442.413: Medical Necessity, for items covered by 
MassHealth, for which there is no MassHealth item-specific medical necessity guideline and for which 
there is a Medicare LCD indicating Medicare coverage of the item under at least some circumstances, the 
provider must demonstrate medical necessity of the item consistent with the Medicare LCD.  

Medicare Coverage Database link: LCD Spinal Orthoses: TLSO and LSO (L33790) 

Medicare criteria for TLSO and LSO spinal orthoses (L33790) can be accessed through InterQual® in the 
Medicare:Post Acute & Durable Medical Equipment module under Spinal Orthoses: TLSO and LSO. 

Per MassHealth Orthotics and Prosthetics Payment and Coverage Guidelines Tool (V.22), thoracic-
lumbar-sacral orthoses (TLSO), lumbar orthoses (LO) and lumbar-sacral orthoses (LSO) may be covered 
for children and severely disabled adults that are non-ambulatory, non-weight bearing and/or wheelchair 
bound.  

If the provider believes that an orthosis is medically necessary for the member, even though the request 
does not meet criteria established by the LCD, the provider must submit documentation demonstrating 
medical necessity in accordance with 130 CMR 450.204: Medical Necessity, and 130 CMR 442.413. 

Exclusions 

• Thoracic, lumbar and sacral orthoses are considered not medically necessary when the medical 
necessity criteria specified in this policy are not met. 

Summary of Evidence 
N/A  

Analysis of Evidence (Rational for Determination) 
N/A 

Coding 
The following codes are included below for informational purposes only; inclusion of a code does not 
constitute or imply coverage or reimbursement. 

Code Description 

Prior 
Authorization 
(PA) Required 

L0450 Thoracic-lumbar-sacral orthosis (TLSO), flexible, provides trunk 
support, upper thoracic region, produces intracavitary pressure to 
reduce load on the intervertebral disks with rigid stays or panel(s), 
includes shoulder straps and closures, prefabricated, off-the-shelf 

No 

L0452 Thoracic-lumbar-sacral orthosis (TLSO), flexible, provides trunk 
support, upper thoracic region, produces intracavitary pressure to 
reduce load on the intervertebral disks with rigid stays or panel(s), 
includes shoulder straps and closures, custom fabricated 

Yes 

https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/view/lcd.aspx?LCDId=33790
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/view/lcd.aspx?LCDId=33790
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L0454 Thoracic-lumbar-sacral orthosis (TLSO) flexible, provides trunk 
support, extends from sacrococcygeal junction to above t-9 
vertebra, restricts gross trunk motion in the sagittal plane, 
produces intracavitary pressure to reduce load on the intervertebral 
disks with rigid stays or panel(s), includes shoulder straps and 
closures, prefabricated item that has been trimmed, bent, molded, 
assembled, or otherwise customized to fit a specific patient by an 
individual with expertise 

No 

L0455 Thoracic-lumbar-sacral orthosis (TLSO), flexible, provides trunk 
support, extends from sacrococcygeal junction to above t-9 
vertebra, restricts gross trunk motion in the sagittal plane, 
produces intracavitary pressure to reduce load on the intervertebral 
disks with rigid stays or panel(s), includes shoulder straps and 
closures, prefabricated, off-the-shelf 

No 

L0456 Thoracic-lumbar-sacral orthosis (TLSO), flexible, provides trunk 
support, thoracic region, rigid posterior panel and soft anterior 
apron, extends from the sacrococcygeal junction and terminates 
just inferior to the scapular spine, restricts gross trunk motion in the 
sagittal plane, produces intracavitary pressure to reduce load on 
the intervertebral disks, includes straps and closures, prefabricated 
item that has been trimmed, bent, molded, assembled, or 
otherwise customized to fit a specific patient by an individual with 
expertise 

Yes 

L0457 Thoracic-lumbar-sacral orthosis (TLSO), flexible, provides trunk 
support, thoracic region, rigid posterior panel and soft anterior 
apron, extends from the sacrococcygeal junction and terminates 
just inferior to the scapular spine, restricts gross trunk motion in the 
sagittal plane, produces intracavitary pressure to reduce load on 
the intervertebral disks, includes straps and closures, 
prefabricated, off-the-shelf 

No 

L0458 Thoracic-lumbar-sacral orthosis (TLSO), triplanar control, modular 
segmented spinal system, two rigid plastic shells, posterior extends 
from the sacrococcygeal junction and terminates just inferior to the 
scapular spine, anterior extends from the symphysis pubis to the 
xiphoid, soft liner, restricts gross trunk motion in the sagittal, 
coronal, and transverse planes, lateral strength is provided by 
overlapping plastic and stabilizing closures, includes straps and 
closures, prefabricated, includes fitting and adjustment 

Yes 

L0460 Thoracic-lumbar-sacral orthosis (TLSO), triplanar control, modular 
segmented spinal system, two rigid plastic shells, posterior extends 
from the sacrococcygeal junction and terminates just inferior to the 
scapular spine, anterior extends from the symphysis pubis to the 
sternal notch, soft liner, restricts gross trunk motion in the sagittal, 
coronal, and transverse planes, lateral strength is provided by 
overlapping plastic and stabilizing closures, includes straps and 
closures, prefabricated item that has been trimmed, bent, molded, 
assembled, or otherwise customized to fit a specific patient by an 
individual with expertise 

Yes 

L0462 Thoracic-lumbar-sacral orthosis (TLSO), triplanar control, modular 
segmented spinal system, three rigid plastic shells, posterior 
extends from the sacrococcygeal junction and terminates just 
inferior to the scapular spine, anterior extends from the symphysis 
pubis to the sternal notch, soft liner, restricts gross trunk motion in 
the sagittal, coronal, and transverse planes, lateral strength is 

Yes 
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provided by overlapping plastic and stabilizing closures, includes 
straps and closures, prefabricated, includes fitting and adjustment 

L0464 Thoracic-lumbar-sacral orthosis (TLSO), triplanar control, modular 
segmented spinal system, four rigid plastic shells, posterior 
extends from sacrococcygeal junction and terminates just inferior 
to scapular spine, anterior extends from symphysis pubis to the 
sternal notch, soft liner, restricts gross trunk motion in sagittal, 
coronal, and transverse planes, lateral strength is provided by 
overlapping plastic and stabilizing closures, includes straps and 
closures, prefabricated, includes fitting and adjustment 

Yes 

L0466 Thoracic-lumbar-sacral orthosis (TLSO), sagittal control, rigid 
posterior frame and flexible soft anterior apron with straps, 
closures and padding, restricts gross trunk motion in sagittal plane, 
produces intracavitary pressure to reduce load on intervertebral 
disks, prefabricated item that has been trimmed, bent, molded, 
assembled, or otherwise customized to fit a specific patient by an 
individual with expertise 

No 

L0467 Thoracic-lumbar-sacral orthosis (TLSO), sagittal control, rigid 
posterior frame and flexible soft anterior apron with straps, 
closures and padding, restricts gross trunk motion in sagittal plane, 
produces intracavitary pressure to reduce load on intervertebral 
disks, prefabricated, off-the-shelf 

No 

L0468 Thoracic-lumbar-sacral orthosis (TLSO), sagittal-coronal control, 
rigid posterior frame and flexible soft anterior apron with straps, 
closures and padding, extends from sacrococcygeal junction over 
scapulae, lateral strength provided by pelvic, thoracic, and lateral 
frame pieces, restricts gross trunk motion in sagittal, and coronal 
planes, produces intracavitary pressure to reduce load on 
intervertebral disks, prefabricated item that has been trimmed, 
bent, molded, assembled, or otherwise customized to fit a specific 
patient by an individual with expertise 

No 

L0469 Thoracic-lumbar-sacral orthosis (TLSO), sagittal-coronal control, 
rigid posterior frame and flexible soft anterior apron with straps, 
closures and padding, extends from sacrococcygeal junction over 
scapulae, lateral strength provided by pelvic, thoracic, and lateral 
frame pieces, restricts gross trunk motion in sagittal and coronal 
planes, produces intracavitary pressure to reduce load on 
intervertebral disks, prefabricated, off-the-shelf 

No 

L0470 Thoracic-lumbar-sacral orthosis (TLSO), triplanar control, rigid 
posterior frame and flexible soft anterior apron with straps, 
closures and padding, extends from sacrococcygeal junction to 
scapula, lateral strength provided by pelvic, thoracic, and lateral 
frame pieces, rotational strength provided by subclavicular 
extensions, restricts gross trunk motion in sagittal, coronal, and 
transverse planes, provides intracavitary pressure to reduce load 
on the intervertebral disks, includes fitting and shaping the frame, 
prefabricated, includes fitting and adjustment 

Yes 

L0472 Thoracic-lumbar-sacral orthosis (TLSO), triplanar control, 
hyperextension, rigid anterior and lateral frame extends from 
symphysis pubis to sternal notch with two anterior components 
(one pubic and one sternal), posterior and lateral pads with straps 
and closures, limits spinal flexion, restricts gross trunk motion in 
sagittal, coronal, and transverse planes, includes fitting and 
shaping the frame, prefabricated, includes fitting and adjustment 

Yes 
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L0480 Thoracic-lumbar-sacral orthosis (TLSO), triplanar control, one 
piece rigid plastic shell without interface liner, with multiple straps 
and closures, posterior extends from sacrococcygeal junction and 
terminates just inferior to scapular spine, anterior extends from 
symphysis pubis to sternal notch, anterior or posterior opening, 
restricts gross trunk motion in sagittal, coronal, and transverse 
planes, includes a carved plaster or cad-cam model, custom 
fabricated 

Yes 

L0482 Thoracic-lumbar-sacral orthosis (TLSO), triplanar control, one 
piece rigid plastic shell with interface liner, multiple straps and 
closures, posterior extends from sacrococcygeal junction and 
terminates just inferior to scapular spine, anterior extends from 
symphysis pubis to sternal notch, anterior or posterior opening, 
restricts gross trunk motion in sagittal, coronal, and transverse 
planes, includes a carved plaster or cad-cam model, custom 
fabricated 

Yes 

L0484 Thoracic-lumbar-sacral orthosis (TLSO), triplanar control, two 
piece rigid plastic shell without interface liner, with multiple straps 
and closures, posterior extends from sacrococcygeal junction and 
terminates just inferior to scapular spine, anterior extends from 
symphysis pubis to sternal notch, lateral strength is enhanced by 
overlapping plastic, restricts gross trunk motion in the sagittal, 
coronal, and transverse planes, includes a carved plaster or cad-
cam model, custom fabricated 

Yes 

L0486 Thoracic-lumbar-sacral orthosis (TLSO), triplanar control, two 
piece rigid plastic shell with interface liner, multiple straps and 
closures, posterior extends from sacrococcygeal junction and 
terminates just inferior to scapular spine, anterior extends from 
symphysis pubis to sternal notch, lateral strength is enhanced by 
overlapping plastic, restricts gross trunk motion in the sagittal, 
coronal, and transverse planes, includes a carved plaster or cad-
cam model, custom fabricated 

Yes 

L0488 Thoracic-lumbar-sacral orthosis (TLSO), triplanar control, one 
piece rigid plastic shell with interface liner, multiple straps and 
closures, posterior extends from sacrococcygeal junction and 
terminates just inferior to scapular spine, anterior extends from 
symphysis pubis to sternal notch, anterior or posterior opening, 
restricts gross trunk motion in sagittal, coronal, and transverse 
planes, prefabricated, includes fitting and adjustment 

Yes 

L0490 Thoracic-lumbar-sacral orthosis (TLSO), sagittal-coronal control, 
one piece rigid plastic shell, with overlapping reinforced anterior, 
with multiple straps and closures, posterior extends from 
sacrococcygeal junction and terminates at or before the t-9 
vertebra, anterior extends from symphysis pubis to xiphoid, 
anterior opening, restricts gross trunk motion in sagittal and 
coronal planes, prefabricated, includes fitting and adjustment 

No 

L0491 Thoracic-lumbar-sacral orthosis (TLSO), sagittal-coronal control, 
modular segmented spinal system, two rigid plastic shells, 
posterior extends from the sacrococcygeal junction and terminates 
just inferior to the scapular spine, anterior extends from the 
symphysis pubis to the xiphoid, soft liner, restricts gross trunk 
motion in the sagittal and coronal planes, lateral strength is 
provided by overlapping plastic and stabilizing closures, includes 
straps and closures, prefabricated, includes fitting and adjustment 

No 
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L0492 Thoracic-lumbar-sacral orthosis (TLSO), sagittal-coronal control, 
modular segmented spinal system, three rigid plastic shells, 
posterior extends from the sacrococcygeal junction and terminates 
just inferior to the scapular spine, anterior extends from the 
symphysis pubis to the xiphoid, soft liner, restricts gross trunk 
motion in the sagittal and coronal planes, lateral strength is 
provided by overlapping plastic and stabilizing closures, includes 
straps and closures, prefabricated, includes fitting and adjustment 

No 

L0621 Sacroiliac orthosis, flexible, provides pelvic-sacral support, reduces 
motion about the sacroiliac joint, includes straps, closures, may 
include pendulous abdomen design, prefabricated, off-the-shelf 

No 

L0622 Sacroiliac orthosis, flexible, provides pelvic-sacral support, reduces 
motion about the sacroiliac joint, includes straps, closures, may 
include pendulous abdomen design, custom fabricated 

No 

L0623 Sacroiliac orthosis, provides pelvic-sacral support, with rigid or 
semi-rigid panels over the sacrum and abdomen, reduces motion 
about the sacroiliac joint, includes straps, closures, may include 
pendulous abdomen design, prefabricated, off-the-shelf 

No 

L0624 Sacroiliac orthosis, provides pelvic-sacral support, with rigid or 
semi-rigid panels placed over the sacrum and abdomen, reduces 
motion about the sacroiliac joint, includes straps, closures, may 
include pendulous abdomen design, custom fabricated 

Yes 

L0625 Lumbar orthosis, flexible, provides lumbar support, posterior 
extends from l-1 to below l-5 vertebra, produces intracavitary 
pressure to reduce load on the intervertebral discs, includes straps, 
closures, may include pendulous abdomen design, shoulder 
straps, stays, prefabricated, off-the-shelf 

No 

L0626 Lumbar orthosis, sagittal control, with rigid posterior panel(s), 
posterior extends from l-1 to below l-5 vertebra, produces 
intracavitary pressure to reduce load on the intervertebral discs, 
includes straps, closures, may include padding, stays, shoulder 
straps, pendulous abdomen design, prefabricated item that has 
been trimmed, bent, molded, assembled, or otherwise customized 
to fit a specific patient by an individual with expertise 

No 

L0627 Lumbar orthosis, sagittal control, with rigid anterior and posterior 
panels, posterior extends from l-1 to below l-5 vertebra, produces 
intracavitary pressure to reduce load on the intervertebral discs, 
includes straps, closures, may include padding, shoulder straps, 
pendulous abdomen design, prefabricated item that has been 
trimmed, bent, molded, assembled, or otherwise customized to fit a 
specific patient by an individual with expertise 

No 

L0628 Lumbar-sacral orthosis, flexible, provides lumbo-sacral support, 
posterior extends from sacrococcygeal junction to t-9 vertebra, 
produces intracavitary pressure to reduce load on the intervertebral 
discs, includes straps, closures, may include stays, shoulder 
straps, pendulous abdomen design, prefabricated, off-the-shelf 

No 

L0629 Lumbar-sacral orthosis, flexible, provides lumbo-sacral support, 
posterior extends from sacrococcygeal junction to t-9 vertebra, 
produces intracavitary pressure to reduce load on the intervertebral 
discs, includes straps, closures, may include stays, shoulder 
straps, pendulous abdomen design, custom fabricated 

Yes 

L0630 Lumbar-sacral orthosis, sagittal control, with rigid posterior 
panel(s), posterior extends from sacrococcygeal junction to t-9 
vertebra, produces intracavitary pressure to reduce load on the 

No 
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intervertebral discs, includes straps, closures, may include 
padding, stays, shoulder straps, pendulous abdomen design, 
prefabricated item that has been trimmed, bent, molded, 
assembled, or otherwise customized to fit a specific patient by an 
individual with expertise 

L0631 Lumbar-sacral orthosis, sagittal control, with rigid anterior and 
posterior panels, posterior extends from sacrococcygeal junction to 
t-9 vertebra, produces intracavitary pressure to reduce load on the 
intervertebral discs, includes straps, closures, may include 
padding, shoulder straps, pendulous abdomen design, 
prefabricated item that has been trimmed, bent, molded, 
assembled, or otherwise customized to fit a specific patient by an 
individual with expertise 

PA required eff 
12/1/2026 

L0632 Lumbar-sacral orthosis, sagittal control, with rigid anterior and 
posterior panels, posterior extends from sacrococcygeal junction to 
t-9 vertebra, produces intracavitary pressure to reduce load on the 
intervertebral discs, includes straps, closures, may include 
padding, shoulder straps, pendulous abdomen design, custom 
fabricated 

Yes 

L0633 Lumbar-sacral orthosis, sagittal-coronal control, with rigid posterior 
frame/panel(s), posterior extends from sacrococcygeal junction to 
t-9 vertebra, lateral strength provided by rigid lateral frame/panels, 
produces intracavitary pressure to reduce load on intervertebral 
discs, includes straps, closures, may include padding, stays, 
shoulder straps, pendulous abdomen design, prefabricated item 
that has been trimmed, bent, molded, assembled, or otherwise 
customized to fit a specific patient by an individual with expertise 

No 

L0634 Lumbar-sacral orthosis, sagittal-coronal control, with rigid posterior 
frame/panel(s), posterior extends from sacrococcygeal junction to 
t-9 vertebra, lateral strength provided by rigid lateral 
frame/panel(s), produces intracavitary pressure to reduce load on 
intervertebral discs, includes straps, closures, may include 
padding, stays, shoulder straps, pendulous abdomen design, 
custom fabricated 

Yes 

L0635 Lumbar-sacral orthosis, sagittal-coronal control, lumbar flexion, 
rigid posterior frame/panel(s), lateral articulating design to flex the 
lumbar spine, posterior extends from sacrococcygeal junction to t-9 
vertebra, lateral strength provided by rigid lateral frame/panel(s), 
produces intracavitary pressure to reduce load on intervertebral 
discs, includes straps, closures, may include padding, anterior 
panel, pendulous abdomen design, prefabricated, includes fitting 
and adjustment 

PA required eff 
12/1/2026 

L0636 Lumbar sacral orthosis, sagittal-coronal control, lumbar flexion, 
rigid posterior frame/panels, lateral articulating design to flex the 
lumbar spine, posterior extends from sacrococcygeal junction to t-9 
vertebra, lateral strength provided by rigid lateral frame/panels, 
produces intracavitary pressure to reduce load on intervertebral 
discs, includes straps, closures, may include padding, anterior 
panel, pendulous abdomen design, custom fabricated 

PA required eff 
12/1/2026 

L0637 Lumbar-sacral orthosis, sagittal-coronal control, with rigid anterior 
and posterior frame/panels, posterior extends from sacrococcygeal 
junction to t-9 vertebra, lateral strength provided by rigid lateral 
frame/panels, produces intracavitary pressure to reduce load on 
intervertebral discs, includes straps, closures, may include 

PA required eff 
12/1/2026 
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padding, shoulder straps, pendulous abdomen design, 
prefabricated item that has been trimmed, bent, molded, 
assembled, or otherwise customized to fit a specific patient by an 
individual with expertise 

L0638 Lumbar-sacral orthosis, sagittal-coronal control, with rigid anterior 
and posterior frame/panels, posterior extends from sacrococcygeal 
junction to t-9 vertebra, lateral strength provided by rigid lateral 
frame/panels, produces intracavitary pressure to reduce load on 
intervertebral discs, includes straps, closures, may include 
padding, shoulder straps, pendulous abdomen design, custom 
fabricated 

PA required eff 
12/1/2026 

L0639 Lumbar-sacral orthosis, sagittal-coronal control, rigid 
shell(s)/panel(s), posterior extends from sacrococcygeal junction to 
t-9 vertebra, anterior extends from symphysis pubis to xyphoid, 
produces intracavitary pressure to reduce load on the intervertebral 
discs, overall strength is provided by overlapping rigid material and 
stabilizing closures, includes straps, closures, may include soft 
interface, pendulous abdomen design, prefabricated item that has 
been trimmed, bent, molded, assembled, or otherwise customized 
to fit a specific patient by an individual with expertise 

PA required eff 
12/1/2026 

L0640 Lumbar-sacral orthosis, sagittal-coronal control, rigid 
shell(s)/panel(s), posterior extends from sacrococcygeal junction to 
t-9 vertebra, anterior extends from symphysis pubis to xyphoid, 
produces intracavitary pressure to reduce load on the intervertebral 
discs, overall strength is provided by overlapping rigid material and 
stabilizing closures, includes straps, closures, may include soft 
interface, pendulous abdomen design, custom fabricated 

PA required eff 
12/1/2026 

L0641 Lumbar orthosis, sagittal control, with rigid posterior panel(s), 
posterior extends from l-1 to below l-5 vertebra, produces 
intracavitary pressure to reduce load on the intervertebral discs, 
includes straps, closures, may include padding, stays, shoulder 
straps, pendulous abdomen design, prefabricated, off-the-shelf 

No 

L0642 Lumbar orthosis, sagittal control, with rigid anterior and posterior 
panels, posterior extends from l-1 to below l-5 vertebra, produces 
intracavitary pressure to reduce load on the intervertebral discs, 
includes straps, closures, may include padding, shoulder straps, 
pendulous abdomen design, prefabricated, off-the-shelf 

No 

L0643 Lumbar-sacral orthosis, sagittal control, with rigid posterior 
panel(s), posterior extends from sacrococcygeal junction to t-9 
vertebra, produces intracavitary pressure to reduce load on the 
intervertebral discs, includes straps, closures, may include 
padding, stays, shoulder straps, pendulous abdomen design, 
prefabricated, off-the-shelf 

No 

L0648 Lumbar-sacral orthosis, sagittal control, with rigid anterior and 
posterior panels, posterior extends from sacrococcygeal junction to 
t-9 vertebra, produces intracavitary pressure to reduce load on the 
intervertebral discs, includes straps, closures, may include 
padding, shoulder straps, pendulous abdomen design, 
prefabricated, off-the-shelf 

PA required eff 
12/1/2026 

L0649 Lumbar-sacral orthosis, sagittal-coronal control, with rigid posterior 
frame/panel(s), posterior extends from sacrococcygeal junction to 
t-9 vertebra, lateral strength provided by rigid lateral frame/panels, 
produces intracavitary pressure to reduce load on intervertebral 
discs, includes straps, closures, may include padding, stays, 

No 
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shoulder straps, pendulous abdomen design, prefabricated, off-
the-shelf 

L0650 Lumbar-sacral orthosis, sagittal-coronal control, with rigid anterior 
and posterior frame/panel(s), posterior extends from 
sacrococcygeal junction to t-9 vertebra, lateral strength provided by 
rigid lateral frame/panel(s), produces intracavitary pressure to 
reduce load on intervertebral discs, includes straps, closures, may 
include padding, shoulder straps, pendulous abdomen design, 
prefabricated, off-the-shelf 

PA required eff 
12/1/2026 

L0651 Lumbar-sacral orthosis, sagittal-coronal control, rigid 
shell(s)/panel(s), posterior extends from sacrococcygeal junction to 
t-9 vertebra, anterior extends from symphysis pubis to xyphoid, 
produces intracavitary pressure to reduce load on the intervertebral 
discs, overall strength is provided by overlapping rigid material and 
stabilizing closures, includes straps, closures, may include soft 
interface, pendulous abdomen design, prefabricated, off-the-shelf 

PA required eff 
12/1/2026 

References 
N/A  

Policy history 

Origination date:  09/01/2026  
Review/Approval(s):  Technology Assessment Committee: N/A 
 Utilization Management Committee: 08/18/2026 (policy origination; approved).  
 

Instructions for Use 
Fallon Health complies with CMS’s national coverage determinations (NCDs), local coverage 
determinations (LCDs) of Medicare Contractors with jurisdiction for claims in the Plan’s service 
area, and applicable Medicare statutes and regulations when making medical necessity determinations 
for Medicare Advantage members. When coverage criteria are not fully established in applicable 
Medicare statutes, regulations, NCDs or LCDs, Fallon Health may create internal coverage criteria under 
specific circumstances described at § 422.101(b)(6)(i) and (ii). 

Fallon Health generally follows Medical Necessity Guidelines published by MassHealth when making 
medical necessity determinations for MassHealth members. In the absence of Medical Necessity 
Guidelines published by MassHealth, Fallon Health may create clinical coverage criteria in accordance 
with the definition of Medical Necessity in 130 CMR 450.204. 

For plan members enrolled in NaviCare, Fallon Health first follows CMS’s national coverage 
determinations (NCDs), local coverage determinations (LCDs) of Medicare Contractors with jurisdiction 
for claims in the Plan’s service area, and applicable Medicare statutes and regulations when making 
medical necessity determinations. When coverage criteria are not fully established in applicable Medicare 
statutes, regulations, NCDs or LCDs, or if the NaviCare member does not meet coverage criteria in 
applicable Medicare statutes, regulations, NCDs or LCDs, Fallon Health then follows Medical Necessity 
Guidelines published by MassHealth when making necessity determinations for NaviCare members.  

Each PACE plan member is assigned to an Interdisciplinary Team. PACE provides participants with all 
the care and services covered by Medicare and Medicaid, as authorized by the interdisciplinary team, as 
well as additional medically necessary care and services not covered by Medicare and Medicaid. With the 
exception of emergency care and out-of-area urgently needed care, all care and services provided to 
PACE plan members must be authorized by the interdisciplinary team. 

Not all services mentioned in this policy are covered for all products or employer groups. Coverage is 
based upon the terms of a member’s particular benefit plan which may contain its own specific provisions 
for coverage and exclusions regardless of medical necessity. Please consult the product’s Evidence of 
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Coverage for exclusions or other benefit limitations applicable to this service or supply. If there is any 
discrepancy between this policy and a member’s benefit plan, the provisions of the benefit plan will 
govern. However, applicable state mandates take precedence with respect to fully insured plans and self-
funded non-ERISA (e.g., government, school boards, church) plans. Unless otherwise specifically 
excluded, federal mandates will apply to all plans.  
 
 


